
 

 
 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
VILLAGE OF GLENCOE 

GLENCOE COMMUNITY RELATIONS FORUM 
 

Virtual Meeting 
February 3, 2021 – 5 p.m. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Prior to calling the meeting to order, Chair Clark explained the basis for conducting a 
virtual public meeting in compliance with the Illinois Open Meetings Act. Assistant Village 
Manager Sharon Tanner was physically present at the Village Hall. 
 
The meeting began at 5:06 p.m.  

 

Attendee Name Title Status 

Community Relations Forum 

Dipti Clark Chair Present 

Martin Elisco Member Absent 

Margot Flanagin Member Present 

Rev. Dwayne Gary Member Present, left at 
5:57 p.m. 

Annice Moses Member Present 

Amy Mysel Member Absent 

Gary Ruben Member Present 

Hilary Scott Member Present 

Maureen Valvassori Member Present 

Robert Young Member Present 

Village Staff 

Cary Lewandowski Public Safety Director Present 

Sharon Tanner Assistant Village 
Manager 

Present 

II. APPROVAL OF JANUARY 13, 2021 MEETING MINUTES 

 
Member Scott made a motion, seconded by Member Ruben to approve the meeting minutes 
of January 13, 2021. The motion was approved with the following vote: 
 
Aye – Clark, Flanagin, Gary, Moses, Ruben, Scott, Valvassori, Young (8) 
Nay – None (0) 
Absent – Elisco, Mysel (2) 

III. PUBLIC COMMENT (ON TOPICS NOT LISTED ON THE AGENDA) 

Chair Clark invited members of the public to comment on matters not on the agenda and 
asked Assistant Village Manager Tanner to read any comments that were submitted by e-
mail in advance of the meeting. There were no public comments. 



 
 

IV. DISCUSSION REGARDING COMMUNITY RELATIONS FORUM INITIATIVES 

a. Conversations with Community Organizations 
b. Future Programs and Initiatives 

 
Chair Clark shared that in the summer of 2020, the Forum discussed the idea of developing 
a series of town hall meetings with the community to facilitate dialogue. The subcommittee 
working on Coffee with the Forum concepts is recommending developing town hall style 
meetings instead of Coffee with the Forum meetings. She suggested identifying four 
organizations in the community and asking them to participate in a panel discussion on 
specific topics/questions related to Glencoe and diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives. 
Member Valvassori shared that she likes the idea and suggested making discussion topics 
more specific, since the topic of diversity, equity and inclusion is broad. Chair Clark said 
that the subcommittee is considering whether to use specific questions and the possibility of 
asking the organizations to share how they relate to the community in the initial town hall 
meetings. Member Scott expressed support for the idea and agreed that specific topics or 
questions would be helpful. She also suggested being thoughtful about which organizations 
are scheduled to participate together.  
 
Member Scott shared that the subcommittee researching surveys and other communities’ 
work that is similar to the Forum. Member Mysel shared President Levin’s recent statement 
with the Chicago Botanic Garden and Member Flanagin has been in contact with the 
Glencoe Historical Society regarding its research related to diversity, equity and inclusion. 
Member Scott is connecting with a representative from the Evanston Community 
Foundation regarding its work and other individuals regarding the history of racism on the 
North Shore. Member Young commented that the Winnetka Historical Society has 
programming online about civil rights on the North Shore.  
 
Member Moses provided an update on her subcommittee’s work on an initiative to get to 
know people in the community by spotlighting individuals who live and work in Glencoe. 
Member Moses said that the subcommittee is considering developing standard questions to 
ask all individuals as well as optional questions. She shared how the group hopes to grow 
future participation.   

 
V. DISCUSSION REGARDING VILLAGE BOARD PRESENTATION 
 Chair Clark indicated that the Forum was invited to present at the February 18, 2021 

Committee of the Whole meeting to meet with the Village Board. The Forum’s presentation 
will include introductions of the Forum, its mission and goals, a high-level update regarding 
the Forum’s work and current initiatives. Chair Clark asked each subcommittee to appoint 
one person to give an update on their subcommittee’s initiative, what it means to the 
community and how it relates to the topic of diversity, equity and inclusion. Chair Clark 
aske the Forum members to bring concise questions for the Village Board, and suggested 
appointing a Forum member to facilitate these questions.  

 
 Member Young asked what the Village Board has discussed over the last several months 

regarding the Community Relations Forum. Member Ruben shared that he provides brief 
reports to the Village Board and explained that the Board would like to have a presentation 
from the Forum in order to facilitate a more in-depth discussion. 

 



 
 

 Chair Clark suggested that if there are specific topics that Forum members would like to 
raise with the Village Board, such as possible future initiatives or engagement topics. 
Member Ruben suggested that after the Forum’s presentation, the Forum may be interested 
in the Village Board’s thoughts on the role of the Forum and how they see the Board and the 
Forum working together. Forum members discussed individual responsibilities to prepare 
for the meeting with the Village Board.  

 
 Member Moses asked whether subcommittees should prepare brief introductions of each 

Forum member; Chair Clark suggested that  

VI. OTHER BUSINESS 
Chair Clark said that after last month’s Forum meeting, Village President Levin issued a 
statement. She asked Forum members to share President Levin’s statement with community 
organizations and the Welcoming and Inclusive Community Pledge. Some members of the 
Forum have already shared it. Chair Clark asked the Forum to consider possible action 
items after having shared President Levin’s statement. Member Ruben suggested that the 
general tenor of the Forum’s initiatives moving forward will address this. He commented 
that it may not be necessary to plan initiatives related to the specific topic of the events that 
took place at the U.S. Capitol; Member Scott agreed. Chair Clark suggested that continued 
work could be around the broader topic of community building. Member Moses suggested 
that the Forum could benefit from additional marketing to raise awareness of the Forum 
and its work. She said that it may be helpful to let the community know that the Forum is 
here. The Forum discussed utilizing social media and Chair Clark asked to place an item on 
the next meeting’s agenda to discuss marketing. 
 
Member Flanagin suggested asking community organizations to share the Welcoming and 
Inclusive Community Pledge and giving them copies for their members to sign. She 
expressed interest in raising awareness of the Village’s position regarding the Welcoming 
and Inclusive Community Pledge.  
 
Chair Clark reminded the Forum that the chair of the Village’s Sustainability Task Force will 
present on EcoDistricts at the next meeting. Chair Clark offered suggestions for future 
speakers at Forum meetings to share information about people who have impacted the 
community.  

VII. ADJOURN 

Member Young made a motion to adjourn at 6:01 p.m., seconded by Member Scott. Said 
motion was approved by the following roll call vote: 
 
Aye – Clark, Flanagin, Moses, Ruben, Scott, Valvassori, Young (7) 
Nay – None (0) 
Absent – Elisco, Gary, Mysel (3) 
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